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Magnificent March Against Cuts





Rochdale UNISON members joined the largest ever trade union demonstration in this country at the end of March. The TUC protest against the Governments cuts programme saw over 500,000 people pack the streets of London. Trade unionists, students, pensioners, unemployed people, activists from all corners of the UK united to deliver a clear message to the Tory/Lib coalition- We won't pay for the banking crisis with our services, our jobs and our pensions.





Dave Prentis, General Secretary of UNISON, spoke at the rally in Hyde park about the scale of the resistance to the cuts:





“I want the message from this march to ring in the hallowed halls of Westminster for weeks, months, years to come.





“Every time this ConDem Government vote through more spending cuts, I want them to hear the angry voices of those thousands of public sector workers losing their jobs. I want them to see the faces of the families and young people here today, who are being abandoned by a Government, who care more about protecting big business than working people.





“Every month when a library closes, a care home shuts its doors, or services for struggling young people are withdrawn, I want them to feel the fear, and anger of the people who have come here today from every part of the UK to vent their frustration and to stand up for a fairer future.”





Mark Sewotka General Secretary of the 











PCS (UNISON's sister union in the Civil Service) appealed for unity to beat the cuts:





“Imagine what a difference it would make if we didn't only march together but took strike action together. Whether you work in health, schools, in the civil service, in private industry. Wherever you work – lets ensure we strike together to let the Government know we won't accept it.”





Clegg's negative photo op





Nick Clegg and Lord Hesletine visited Holroyd Precision Engineering in Milnrow for a photo opportunity on 11th April. Ten days late for April fools day they hoped to convince people that they were serious about creating jobs in Rochdale. 





Clegg probably thought he would smile, point knowingly at a few machines and be off to the next media event. 





However all did not go to plan. Dozens of protestors including Rochdale UNISON members turned up demanding an end to the cuts that threaten to devastate our town. 





Clegg would like to create a false division between the public and private sector. In fact the private sector depends on people having money to buy its products. The deepest cuts in public sector employment in a generation have already dented economic growth. 





Private sector workers have children who need education services, they have elderly relatives who need care and they use health and council services in Rochdale. 


Cont’d on page 2...











Members Newsletter from ROCHDALE UNISON








Cont’d from page 1...





Many who work at Holroyd's will have friends and family who are threatened with redundancy at the Council. 





The idea that the Government care more about private sector workers than public sector workers is laughable. 





They only care about protecting the rich from the consequences of bankers greed. They are all in it together for money and power. We are all in it together to defend our services.








Unions Stand Together to Defend Pensions





The Con- Dem Government's headlong rush to ruin the retirement plans of 5 million public sector workers and their families has begun to provoke a backlash from the trade union movement. On 30th June up to 1 million workers in the civil service, education and health could be involved in united strike action against the Government's pension plans. UNISON is currently still negotiating over this issue. Dave Prentis, General Secretary, made it clear at UNISON's Health Conference on 5th April that we will not take these changes lying down:





“I want this Conference to make it clear that if they try to take away our pension schemes. We will gear our union up for industrial action and we will stop them.”





For more on UNISON's pension campaign visit:








� HYPERLINK "http://www.unison.org.uk/pensions/protectour.asp" �http://www.unison.org.uk/pensions/protectour.asp�











Your union, your vote





Ballot papers have now been issued for UNISON's National Executive Council elections. The ballot closes at 5pm on 13th May. If you have not received a ballot paper contact the ballot hotline on 08453550845





The National Executive Council (NEC) decides on issues and campaigns between conferences and works with UNISON staff to support members.��NEC members also represent UNISON and its membership to the wider world.��You want and deserve the best possible representation. The more members that vote in the National Executive Council (NEC) elections the more representative our union is.





Rochdale UNISON nominated:





Black Members Male Seat –Mark Clifford





Community General Seat- Alec McFadden





Local Government Service Group-Paul Holmes





Local Government Male Seat-Paul Couchman





North West Reserved Seat-Kathleen Vera Keary





North West Woman’s Seat –Bernie Gallagher 





North West Male Seat –Roger Bannister





North West General Seat –Bob Oram





If you are reading this and you are not a member but would like to join please contact Rochdale UNISON 01706 925952. We currently represent over 4,900 members in Rochdale Council, IMPACT, RBH, Link4Life, Hopwood Hall College and other employers. We have supported hundreds of our members through formal procedures, the Pay and Grading process and the Efficiencies Programme. We will go on supporting our members affected by redundancies and any other issues.  





Together we are stronger




















Mini Cruise�Bruges - 3 Day Trip








Friday 28th October -Sunday 30th October 2011











From Rochdale, travel to Hull by coach to cross on the over night ferry to Zeebrugge (cabin & meals included). During the mini cruise, you can take advantage of the host of facilities on board, then from Zeebrugge travel by coach into Bruges.





Once you have spent your day in Bruges wandering up and down the Canals and Market Square return to Zeebrugge for the overnight ferry back to Hull and return home midday on Sunday.





Cost £129 per person.





Single person supplement £27.








Contact either:


Jon Harding on 01706 925953 – � HYPERLINK "mailto:jonathan.harding@rochdale.gov.uk" �jonathan.harding@rochdale.gov.uk�


Julie Mottram on 01706 925761 –� HYPERLINK "mailto:julie.mottram@rochdale.gov.uk" �julie.mottram@rochdale.gov.uk�





			‘Treat yourself to a short break with a difference’




















