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Members Newsletter from ROCHDALE UNISON








Unavoidable or Undeliverable-What’s the truth about the cuts?





UNISON members joined with colleagues from UNITE and the NUT to protest against cuts outside Rochdale Town Hall on Budget Day.  This was part of a day of protest throughout the country.  From Portsmouth to Dundee unions, pensioners and students protested against a budget that is going to wreck local services, increase unemployment and rip up the terms and conditions of public sector workers.


But don't take our word for it.  Here is what leading Liberal Democrats have said about the cuts.... 





"I am shocked at the scale of the spending cuts.  I only wish the prime minister and the deputy prime minister will come up here and have a look at Burnley and realise that this area in Lancashire is deprived and we need help.  Help us"- 


Lib Dem Leader of Burnley Borough Council, Charlie Briggs 


 


“Such cuts are going to be undeliverable”- John Shipley, the Lib Dem leader of Newcastle City Council





The truth is while Government Ministers repeat the mantra “Unavoidable Cuts!”,like public school Daleks, there are always alternatives.  The Government could choose to increase taxes on rich people.  By increasing the income tax rate on those who earn over £100,000 nearly £15billion could be raised every year.  The Government could choose to scrap Trident nuclear weapons and save £100 billion.  Instead they are choosing to hit the elderly, the young, the poor and the vulnerable.





We have to stand up to this weak divided bullying Government and say we did not cause the banking crisis and we are not going to pay for it.





Changing the goalposts





In last months Pioneer we queried Councillor Greg Couzens announcement that the Council intended to cut £125 million from the budget over five years. Previously we had been told that the cut would be £100 million over 5years.  Now we are told that there will be £50 million of cuts in one year.  Cutting £20 million a year 
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to achieve a £100 million saving over 5 years would be disastrous for Rochdale. A £50 million cut would be catastrophic and would seriously damage services potentially putting lives at risk.





Helen Harrison is Branch Secretary of Rochdale UNISON and spoke out against the cuts as soon as they were announced:


“The really worrying thing is these will be essential jobs which provide council frontline services to the whole community. 





“Instead of targeting these vital staff they should be taxing bankers bonuses and leave the working class alone





“Most of our members occupy low paid posts of less than £18,000 per annum, which includes a lot of part-time women  and if we make them redundant we also take a lot of money out of the town’s economy.  Rochdale will become more deprived.





All right for some





There is no such thing as a free lunch they say but if you are an MP earning £65,000 per year its slightly different.  If you’re going to slash and burn the public sector you don’t want to do it on an empty stomach do you?  Luckily help is at hand.  The House of Commons is still subsidising meals for MPs, their husbands, wives and guests to the tune of £6.5 million a year.  So if you are an MP why not enjoy a light starter of Crayfish Cocktail and Broccoli Guacamole?  For your main course you could try the sirloin steak and don’t forget pudding.  Scotch pancakes with plum compote anyone? Perhaps you would prefer the selection of cheeses and a glass of House of Commons Vintage Character Port?  If you are thirsty there is a selection of  wines or why not treat yourself to a glass of champagne? 











If you are reading this and you are not a member but would like to join please contact Rochdale UNISON 01706 925952. 





We currently represent over 4,500 members in Rochdale Council, IMPACT, RBH, Link4Life, Hopwood Hall College and other employers. We have supported hundreds of our members through formal procedures, the Pay and Grading process and the Efficiencies Programme.  We will go on supporting our members affected by redundancies and any other issues.  





Together we are stronger

















Working Class Movement Library





A unique collection





capturing the stories





and struggles of





ordinary people’s





efforts to


 


Improve





their world





By Train


There are plenty of trains which stop at Salford Crescent coming from Manchester Piccadilly, Oxford Road and Deansgate, as well as from Manchester Victoria and Salford Central. Turn left at the top of the steps at the station, then right, down onto the road. walk under the bridge, turn left up the steps and walk straight on. The WCML is the first building you come to.


By Bus


From the direction of Manchester centre, the WCML is fifty yards beyond the Salford University bus stop. All buses passing along Salford Crescent stop there. This includes coaches to and from Blackburn, Bolton, and Blackpool. Jubilee House is distinctive with its black and white gable ends.





OPENING TIMES�
�
Monday �
closed�
�
Tuesday�
10:00 am—5 pm�
�
Wednesday�
10:00 am—5pm�
�
Thursday�
10:00 am—5pm�
�
Friday�
10:00 am– 5pm�
�
Saturday - 3rd Saturday of the month only�(17 July 2010, 21 August 2010, 18 September 2010)�
10:00 am—4pm�
�
Sunday �
Closed�
�



Access


Wheelchair access to reading room and ground floor is via a ramp at the rear of the building. People with restricted mobility can phone in advance to arrange parking.











Working people have always struggled to get their voices heard. The Working Class Movement Library records over 200 years of organising and campaigning by ordinary men and women. Their collection provides a rich insight into working people's daily lives as well as their thoughts, hopes, fears and the roles they played in the significant events of their time. 





Address:�Working Class Movement Library�51, The Crescent�Salford�M5 4WX





Telephone:�0161 736 3601





www.wcml.org.uk








Cracks appear in coalition over Academies





UNISON is calling on the Liberal Democrat leader Nick Clegg, to listen to parents and to his own party, and use his influence as Deputy Leader to put the brakes on the Academies Bill.��The call follows the National Liberal Democrat Education Association expressing its opposition to the bill, along with local councillors, including the lead Liberal Democrat Councillor for Richmond-Upon-Thames, Cllr Malcolm Eady.��A UNISON and NASUWT survey, carried out before the election, showed that 96% of parents want a good local school, run by their local council.  In contrast, only 3% of parents said they wanted their local school to be run by a private company.��UNISON Head of Education, Christina McAnea, said:��“Cracks are appearing in the coalition over the government’s plans for a raft of new academy schools in September.  Liberal Democrats are joining six education unions in warning about the damaging effect of new academies opening their doors in the next school year.  It is time for Nick Clegg to listen to parents, and to his own party, and use his influence to put the brakes on the Academies Bill.��“Academy schools threaten the budgets of local mainstream schools, they will hit the life and learning chances of SEN, vulnerable and disadvantaged children.  They also have huge implications for staff working at schools.  Pushing ahead with these plans without giving local people, parents and staff the chance to express their views, is a disgrace.”


UNISON, along with five education unions, is campaigning against the Academies Bill.





For more info:www.antiacademies.org.uk











Protest against the Racist EDL in Bradford – Saturday 28 August


The English Defence League are planning to go to Bradford on 28th August.  The EDL claim that they are not a racist organisation and that they have no link with the BNP. 


However the leader of the EDL Tommy Robinson ( Real name Stephen Yaxley Lennon) is a former member of the BNP. Chris Renton who set up the EDL facebook group is also a BNP activist.  


The EDL’s attempt to target the Muslim community of Bradford is part of its plans to “hit” major multiracial, multicultural cities over the summer.  The EDL want to provoke a race riot.  Their message boards refer to their planned Bradford demonstration as “the Big One”.


Unite Against Fascism is working with local organisations to stage a counter-protest, showing unity across our community against the EDL’s attempts to divide us.





If you want to protest in Bradford please contact Manchester UAF: mancuaf@googlemail.com 





For more on  UNISON’s campaign against the BNP go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.unison.org.uk/stopthebnp/" �www.unison.org.uk/stopthebnp/�





Or visit the Unite Against Fascism Website� HYPERLINK "http://www.uaf.org.uk/" �http://www.uaf.org.uk/�
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