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Join the European Day of Action Against Cuts 29th September 





Rochdale UNISON will be joining with other trade unionists across Britain and all over Europe to campaign against public service cuts on 29th September. 


We will have campaigning stalls throughout the Borough at lunchtime.  Please come and help out.  We need volunteers on Yorkshire Street, near the bus station in Middleton, Bridge Street in Heywood and Dale Street Milnrow.  If you want to help out please call or email the branch (see below)  





Government have snatched money promised to Rochdale for achieving performance targets. 





This is on top of the 25% that is being cut from all Council budgets by the coalition (£15 million from Rochdale's annual budget).  The Liberal Democrats and Conservative Councillors who run this Council need to tell their government that Rochdale cannot afford these cuts.  The words of Charlie Briggs Liberal Democrat Leader of Burnley Council could equally be applied to Rochdale :





"I am shocked at the scale of the spending cuts. I only wish the prime minister and the deputy prime minister will come up here and have a look at Burnley and realise that this area in Lancashire is deprived and we need help. Help us"- 





When will Councillor Couzens make a similar plea on behalf of Rochdale?  The truth is that the Government does not need to withdraw funding for vital services.  It could tax the bankers instead. It could scrap Trident.  This Council should be telling the Government loud and clear that its plans will be a disaster for places like Rochdale instead of celebrating when they wield the knife.





Cut the real waste


Paul Rowen the former Liberal Democrat MP has recently publicly criticised the pay of Chief Executive Roger Ellis.  When the GMB union ...continued page 2





False Economies


Management would have us believe that there is no alternative to the £50 million cut in services that they have proposed by April 2012.  


In reality there are lots of alternatives:





Invest in jobs and services


A full £8 million of the £50 million cut ( 16%) is the cost of sacking people. UNISON fully support our members right to redundancy money but we would prefer to see people in jobs.  Instead of spending £8 million on getting rid of staff the Council should invest this money to keep people working.  After all somehow they have found £50 Million to invest in the new Council Offices. Staff are more important than buildings so don't throw us on the scrap heap-invest in the workforce that keeps services running.


UNISON also suspect that the Council are not being honest about this £8 million figure.  We don't want to see any redundancies however other Councils in similar situations have “capitalised” spending on redundancies- this means instead of meeting the cost in one year it can be spread out over 10 years.  This would mean the Council would only need to find £800,000 next year rather than £8 million.  The less redundancies they make the lower the annual cost will be.





Show some backbone


A further £6million of this year’s cuts have come about, we are told because the 





Members Newsletter from ROCHDALE UNISON








revealed that Ellis earns £174,000 in pay and rewards (more than the Prime Minister) Rowen responded by saying 





“There is no way in my view that any individual is worth that sort of money. Just five years ago his salary was just over ₤100,000. I’d like to know what has happened in the last five years for his salary to go up so much.” 





For once Rochdale UNISON agree with Paul Rowen, £174,000 is an obscene amount of money for a public servant to earn.  But he is not the only one in the Council earning megabucks.  In 2008-9 there were 5 executive directors in Rochdale Council earning over £115,000 a year.  If they could all bear to live off an MPs salary, £65,000 a year, we would have thousands to spend on saving jobs.  They have the cheek to tell us we are all in the same boat while they hand out redundancy notices.





Rochdale Council currently spends an average of £3 million a year on employing private consultants.  That has got to stop.





The Council also wastes hundreds of thousands every year on agency fees. Instead of throwing this money away agency workers should be offered permanent contracts.





And what about a cut in Councillors’ expenses while we are at it.  They got £700,000 between themselves last year. Surely before there are any cuts to any Service to the sick, the poor, the elderly, our young people we should be looking hard at their fat expenses cheques and cutting them instead.
































Its Alright For Some





Her Majesty's Revenues and Customs estimate that tax avoidance costs the UK £17 billion every year.  That's enough money to wipe out Britain's deficit within 9 years.  Its a good job that the Conservative/Liberal Democrat Government have brought in an expert on tax avoidance as their “Efficiency Tsar”.  Surely Sir Philip Green will make this fraudulent theft by the super rich and their slick lawyers a top priority.  Well don't hold your breath. Sir Philip and his wife Lady Green are two of the richest people in Britain with an estimated fortune of £4.1 billion.  In 2005 they are thought to have saved themselves £300 million by living in Monaco which is a tax haven. Tax avoiders can sleep easy under this Government.  Its ordinary people who have to suffer the sleepless nights caused by the greed of these Fat Cats.





If you are reading this and you are not a member but would like to join please contact Rochdale UNISON 01706 925952. 





We currently represent over 4,900 members in Rochdale Council, IMPACT, RBH, Link4Life, Hopwood Hall College and other employers. We have supported hundreds of our members through formal procedures, the Pay and Grading process and the Efficiencies Programme.  We will go on supporting our members affected by redundancies and any other issues.  





Together we are stronger











Bring the Troops Home





The war in Afghanistan continues to wreck the lives of people of Afghanistan and the soldiers sent out there to kill and be killed. Over 30,000 Afghans have been killed and many thousands more injured. 334 British Soldiers have died in Afghanistan. 





UNISON has opposed this war since it began in 2001. Now over 70% of the public want the troops to come home and only 7% believe the Taliban can be defeated.  The war costs lives.  It also costs money.  While the Government pleads poverty it somehow found £4.5 billion last year to spend on the war. 





Not that ordinary Afghans see this money or British soldiers.  Afghanistan was one of the poorest countries in the world. NATO's invasion and occupation have made it even poorer. 





Meanwhile soldiers are sent out without kit, boots, toothpaste and other essentials. Many return injured, traumatised and damaged for life by the violence they have experienced.  Some members of this branch have friends and family who are serving in Afghanistan at the moment.  Below are details of some charities that support servicemen and women.





If you have a family member who is in the armed forces and you want to get involved in the campaign to end the war please contact Military Families Against the War 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.mfaw.net/" �www.mfaw.net�


You can donate to Help for Heroes at 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.helpforheroes.org.uk/" �www.helpforheroes.org.uk�


Combat Stress is a specialist charity for soldiers with mental health problems 





www.combatstress.org.uk























Lobby Lib-Dem Conference Liverpool Sunday 19 September


The junior coalition party is holding its annual conference in Liverpool opening on Sunday 19 September at 10am. Arena and Convention Centre Liverpool, Monarchs Quay, Liverpool, L3 4FP.


The aim is to appeal to those opposed to the Con-Dem coalition and its austerity measures to vote to break with Cameron and to oppose austerity measures such as the VAT hike 





For more information on transport contact Rochdale UNSION 


01706 925952















































Demonstrate 


Tell David Cameron Stuff Your Cuts We Won’t Pay


Sunday 3rd October, 12 Noon


At the Tory Party Conference


Central Birmingham


Called by the Right to Work Campaign


Fight for every job 


*Organise to stop the cuts


*Defend Services and Pensions


*Demand a million green jobs


*Jobs not bombs


* Defend migrant workers-jobs for all





Web www.righttowork.org.uk


Email rightoworkconference@gmail.com


Phone 07986085162











